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 The Department of Health STRONGLY SUPPORTS this resolution as it will1

provide an integrated and focused approach to sustainability based on six measurable 2030 targets.2

Fiscal Implications:  Unknown, however, achieving the goals set forth in the Aloha+ Challenge will3

have innumerable environmental and economic benefits for Hawaii.4

Purpose and Justification: Hawaii is recognized as a global island leader in sustainability but has also5

identified the urgent need for integrated, focused action to ensure a more sustainable, resilient, clean,6

and healthy future.  Hawaii has joined the Global Island Partnership (GLISPA) and developed the7

Aloha+ Challenge to outline State sustainability principles and targets based on current priorities and8

policies to work towards this more secure, green future.  As a member of Hawaii Green Growth, the9

Department joins in this shared statewide commitment to sustainability.10

 The Department appreciates the opportunity that the Aloha+ Challenge provides to increase11

support and coordination between county, state, and federal agencies, as well as partner organizations,12

and expand regional collaboration on key environmental issues like climate change and invasive species.13

The Department also fully endorses the  achieving 7014
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percent clean energy, a commitment to local food production, improved natural resource management,1

waste reduction, the creation of smart sustainable communities, and green workforce development.2

 The Department is already pursuing these targets through our efforts to reduce solid waste,3

which include expanding electronic waste recycling in the state and working to create a statewide4

Integrated Solid Waste Master Plan.  We additionally support many measures that will contribute to5

creating smart sustainable communities, like car-sharing, bike-sharing, and transit-oriented6

development.7

 The sustainability targets outlined in the Aloha+ Challenge are both achievable and essential to8

long-term success for Hawaii.9

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important resolution.10
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 Chairs Tsuji and Wooley, Vice Chairs Ward and Onishi, and Members of the

Committees.

The Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism respectfully

supports HCR 104/HR 77, which endorses and supports the Aloha+ Challenge.

Under Governor Abercrombie’s leadership, the Aloha+ Challenge will show a global
commitment that Hawaii has made to create a more sustainable future, including clean energy,
food, climate change, and other natural resources.

Internationally, the United Nations Secretary-General views sustainable energy as

ensuring universal access to modern energy services and increasing improvements in energy

efficiency and renewable energy’s share in the global energy mix.   In Hawaii, DBEDT and its

State Energy Office share that focus in our efforts to drive clean energy innovation and build a

vital, growing clean energy sector of our economy.

Given the important role energy plays in the Aloha+ Challenge, DBEDT reiterates its

focus on economic sustainability and to going beyond our current clean energy mandates, in a

manner that is consistent with our state energy policy directives of pursuing balanced, market-

driven, cost-effective solutions to best serve Hawaii’s energy needs.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on HCR 104/HR 77.



NEIL ABERCROMBIE
GOVERNOR

LEO R. ASUNCION
ACTING DIRECTOR

OFFICE OF PLANNING

OFFICE OF PLANNING
STATE OF HAWAII
235 South Beretania Street, 6th Floor, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 2359, Honolulu, Hawaii 96804

 Telephone: (808) 587-2846
 Fax: (808) 587-2824

Web: http://planning.hawaii.gov/

Statement of
LEO R. ASUNCION

Acting Director, Office of Planning
before the

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND BUSINESS
AND

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

Friday, March 28, 2014
11:05 AM

State Capitol, Conference Room 312

in consideration of
HCR 104 / HR 77

ENDORSING AND SUPPORTING THE ALOHA+ CHALLENGE.

Chairs Tsuji and Wooley, Vice Chairs Ward and Onishi, and Members of the House

Committees on Economic Development and Business and Agriculture.

The Office of Planning (OP) supports HCR 104 and HR 77, which endorses the Aloha+

Challenge, and offers the following comments.

The Aloha+ Challenge presents an unprecedented opportunity for Hawaii to engage

leaders from public and private entities across the state in a shared statewide commitment to

sustainability and to serve as an international model for integrated green growth.  The Aloha+

Challenge defines six sustainability targets to be achieved by 2030 in the areas of clean energy,

local food, natural resource management, waste reduction, climate resilience and smart growth,

as well as green jobs.  These targets were developed collaboratively by state agency leads and

their partners and build upon existing efforts taking place throughout the state.
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In particular, OP is committed to increasing Hawaii's resilience to and preparedness for

the impacts of climate change.  In 2012, our office was instrumental in developing Hawaii's

Climate Change Adaptation Priority Guidelines (Act 286) that were adopted into law by the

Twenty-Sixth State Legislature.  Today, we continue to work with state and county agencies to

implement Act 286 and integrate climate change adaptation into existing planning and regulatory

frameworks.

As an active member of Hawaii Green Growth, we are ready and willing to work with

our partners to meet the ambitious targets set forth by the Aloha+ Challenge and join in support

of this shared commitment to building a more secure, sustainable, and resilient Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 104/HOUSE RESOLUTION 77
ENDORSING AND SUPPORTING THE ALOHA+ CHALLENGE

Chairpersons Lee and Evans and Members of the Committees:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Concurrent

Resolution 104 and House Resolution 77.  This resolution supports the Aloha+

Challenge.  The Department supports this resolution.

The Department has been an active partner in the collaborative effort known as

Hawaii Green Growth (HGG).  Bringing together leaders from both the public and

private sector, HGG has been integral in breaking down silos and creating unique

partnerships with the intent of moving Hawaii forward towards a vision of greater

sustainability in food, energy, and natural resource management.

The Aloha+ Challenge is one such initiative that intends to showcase the

concerted efforts that are being pursued in Hawaii to move the state towards greater

sustainability as outlined by the Hawaii State Planning Act.  In particular, the

Department is excited to be a part of this initiative and to build on existing initiatives and

projects such as those funded by the Agricultural Development and Food Security

Special Fund.  The Department does want to point out that food is one aspect of

agriculture, and the Department will continue its efforts to increase the overall capacity



of the agricultural industry.  The Department looks forward to striving towards and

achieving the goal set forth in the resolution to double local food production with the aim

of reaching 20 to 30 percent local food consumption by 2030.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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ENDORSING AND SUPPORTING THE ALOHA+ CHALLENGE

House Concurrent Resolution 104/House Resolution 77 endorses and supports the Aloha+
Challenge. The State Sustainability Coordinator strongly supports these measures.

The Aloha+ Challenge is a joint commitment to a culture of sustainability with measurable 2030
targets for clean energy, natural resource management, local food production, green jobs
creation, waste reduction, smart growth, and climate change adaptation.

The Aloha+ Challenge builds upon the Legislature’s leadership and investments in the Hawaii
2050 Sustainability Plan and Act 181, Hawaii Clean Energy Initiative, Rain Follows the Forest
Watershed Initiative, Hawaii Invasive Species Council, Hawaii Climate Change Adaptation
Priority Guidelines (Act 286) and other related sustainability policies and programs.

Hawaii is a microcosm of the interconnected sustainability challenges facing the planet. This is a
tremendous opportunity for Hawaii to demonstrate international island leadership through
ambitious commitments, integrated approaches, and scalable innovations that serve as a model of
sustainability.

The State Sustainability Coordinator is actively working with public and private sector partners,
including the diverse members of Hawaii Green Growth, to collaboratively advance the Aloha+
targets for a more sustainable and resilient Hawaii.  The State Sustainability Coordinator is also
helping to support the Governor, Mayors, and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs in their shared
commitment and will continue to work across state departments and with the counties, federal
agencies, University of Hawaii system and community partners for a coordinated strategy.

The State Sustainability Coordinator sincerely appreciates the Legislature’s continued leadership
through these resolutions.  Mahalo nui for the opportunity to provide testimony.



NEIL ABERCROMBIE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII

WILLIAM J. AILA, JR.
  CHAIRPERSON

BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

JESSE K. SOUKI
FIRST DEPUTY

WILLIAM M. TAM
 DEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER

AQUATIC RESOURCES
BOATING AND OCEAN RECREATION

BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

CONSERVATION AND COASTAL LANDS
CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT

ENGINEERING
FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

KAHOOLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION
LAND

STATE PARKS

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU, HAWAII   96809

Testimony of
WILLIAM J. AILA, JR.

Chairperson

Before the House Committees on
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & BUSINESS

and
AGRICULTURE

Friday, March 28, 2014
11:05 AM

State Capitol, Conference Room 312

In consideration of
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 104/HOUSE RESOLUTION 77

ENDORSING AND SUPPORTING THE ALOHA+ CHALLENGE

House Concurrent Resolution 104/House Resolution 77 endorses and supports the Aloha+
Challenge. The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports these
resolutions.

The Department is actively seeking to meet the natural resource management goals of the
Aloha+ Challenge, including reversing the trend of natural resource loss mauka to makai by
increasing watershed protection, community-based marine management, invasive species
prevention and control, and restoration of native species. Efforts to reach these targets include
“The Rain Follows the Forest” watershed initiative, co-leadership of the Hawaii Invasive Species
Council, Hawaii’s bid to host the World Conservation Congress in 2016, and many other
programs within the Department that manage and restore marine and terrestrial resources.
Through these programs, the Department is also helping to expand Hawaii’s green workforce.

A statewide commitment recognizes the importance of these goals to improve Hawaii’s
environment, economy, as well as quality of life for all its citizens. The Department looks
forward to being a part of this Challenge and strengthening Hawaii’s culture of sustainability.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 4:02 PM
To: edbtestimony
Cc: brearosa@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HCR104 on Mar 28, 2014 11:05AM

HCR104
Submitted on: 3/26/2014
Testimony for EDB/AGR on Mar 28, 2014 11:05AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Breanna Rose Individual Support Yes

Comments: I strongly support the Aloha+ Challenge resolution (SCR 69 & HCR 104), which
embodies an integrated approach to sustainability with six 2030 targets in clean energy, local food,
natural resource management, waste reduction, climate change/smart growth and green jobs. As an
isolated island state, Hawai‘i is vulnerable to impacts of climate change and other global conditions
that demand we move towards self-reliance. Leadership from the Governor, Mayors, Office of
Hawaiian Affairs, the Legislature, and Hawai‘i Green Growth public-private partners have responded
to these issues with support for the Aloha+ Challenge, which provides measurable, achievable targets
to serve a road map for our sustainability goals. The Aloha+ Challenge builds upon existing
achievements done across the state, and will help advance a more secure, sustainable, resilient
future for the overall health of Hawai‘i’s people, economy, and way of life.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 4:10 PM
To: edbtestimony
Cc: jparish@hawaii.edu
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HCR104 on Mar 28, 2014 11:05AM*

HCR104
Submitted on: 3/26/2014
Testimony for EDB/AGR on Mar 28, 2014 11:05AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Julia Parish Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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March 28, 2014, 11:05 am, Room 312

Sustainability Partners, Inc. whole heartedly supports HR77 and HCR 104 and the
Aloha+ Challenge. As an active participant in Hawai’i’s efforts to become more
sustainable over the past 10 years, and as a founding member of Hawai`i Green
Growth, SPI recommends the Aloha+ Challenge as an important means of integrating
and enhancing state-wide efforts to achieve the sustainability goals outlined in the
legislature’s own Hawai`i 2050 Sustainability Plan and the Hawaii Clean Energy
Initiative, as well as initiatives in every county, and in many private sector organizations.
The emphasis on building partnerships across sectors for success is crucial in order to
achieve our goals.

Please pass HR77 and HCR104 to further strengthen our state’s commitments to its
sustainability goals, and make them known to other states in the union as well as
countries globally, so that we might become an outstanding locus of action addressing
the internationally recognized sustainability challenge.

Mahalo,

Kirsten Baumgart Turner
Sustainability Partners, Inc.
336 Ilimano St.
Kailua, HI 96734



Supporting HR 77 and HCR 104 Endorsing and Supporting the Aloha+ Challenge
House Committee on Economic Development and Business

House Committee on Agriculture
Friday, March 28, 2014, 11:05am, Room 312

-profit conservation organization dedicated to the preservation of the lands and
waters upon which life in these islands depends.  The Conservancy has helped to protect nearly 200,000 acres of natural lands in

  Today, we actively manage more than 35,000 acres in 11
We also work closely with government agencies, private parties and communities on cooperative land and marine management projects.

The Nature Conservancy strongly support

energy, local food, natural resource management, waste reduction, climate resilience/smart
growth and green jobs.

Though we live in a global economy where we can secure nearly all the goods and
services we need from outside our island home, we face a variety of political, economic
and environmental conditions that demand that we also improve our local security and
self-reliance.  The cost of goods and the fuel to bring them here will only increase.  Energy
costs will continue to rise especially if we continue to import all the fuel we require to
generate power.  Political and weather realities demand that we figure out how to have
more than a week or two of food and energy supplies in the event of disaster or cargo
interruptions. Science indicates that clim will likely include:

 More frequent and more severe storms;
 Overall less rainfall and therefore less fresh water;
 Higher temperatures that are beneficial to invasive species;
 Sea level rise and high waves that harm coastal areas and groundwater systems;
 Ocean acidification that inhibits growth of protective coral reefs and harms fisheries.

In response to these challenges, we must plan and implement mitigative and adaptive
measures to ensure the resilience of our natural and human systems.  Taking better care
of the health and function of our forested watersheds and coral reefs, growing more food
for local consumption, producing more clean energy locally, and better managing waste
are essential components of building self-reliance and resilience here in the middle of the
Pacific Ocean.  The Aloha+ Challenge and its six sustainability targets recognizes our
existing successes and helps keep us focused on building a more secure, sustainable and
resilient economy and environment for all of residents, businesses and visitors.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2014 8:46 AM
To: edbtestimony
Cc: hamnett@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for HCR104 on Mar 28, 2014 11:05AM

HCR104
Submitted on: 3/27/2014
Testimony for EDB/AGR on Mar 28, 2014 11:05AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Michael Hamnett Individual Support Yes

Comments: Chairs Tsuji and Wooley, Vice Chairs Ward and Onishi, my name is Michael Hamnett, I
co-chair the Hawaii Energy Policy Forum and have been involved in environmental management in
Hawaii for over 20 years. The Aloha + Challenge brings together the aspiration of many in our
community in achievable targets that when met will make Hawaii a much better place for our children
and grand children. I strongly support the resolution. Thank you.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2014 10:33 AM
To: edbtestimony
Cc: callahj2@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HCR104 on Mar 28, 2014 11:05AM*

HCR104
Submitted on: 3/27/2014
Testimony for EDB/AGR on Mar 28, 2014 11:05AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
James Callahan Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2014 1:20 PM
To: edbtestimony
Cc: carlyquisenberry@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HCR104 on Mar 28, 2014 11:05AM*

HCR104
Submitted on: 3/27/2014
Testimony for EDB/AGR on Mar 28, 2014 11:05AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Carly Quisenberry Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov







TESTIMONY ON BEHALF OF HCR 104 and HR 77 – RELATING TO ENDORSING AND SUPPORTING THE ALOHA+
CHALLENGE

March 28, 2014

(COMMENTS)   Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of HCR 104 and
HR 77.   My name is Michael Buck, former Hawaii State Forester/Wildlife Director from 1989 to
2004 and a member of the Hawai `i Green Growth Initiative.   The Hawai`i Green Growth is a
voluntary partnership of state, county, federal, business, and nongovernmental leaders
from many sectors, including clean energy, local food production, natural resource
management, waste reduction, climate change mitigation and adaptation, planning, green jobs,
and others, that is ready to support a shared statewide commitment to sustainability and be a
model for integrated green growth.

I applaud the intent of this resolution as well as the sponsors who have introduced it.   The
Aloha+ Challenge will help us build a more secure, sustainable and resilient economy and
environment for all of Hawai`i.  It puts tangible "meat on the bones" with specific sustainability
targets as well as an integrated approach outlined in the resolution.  These targets provide a
baseline and foundation for both public agencies and private sector entities (e.g. business, non-
profit, community groups) to align their efforts.

The Hawaii State Legislature has a proven track record of supporting sustainability across
economic, social, and environmental sectors.  Your support of this resolution is critical as the
Governor, Mayors of all the Counties, and the Chair of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs have
expressed their interest in accepting the Aloha+ Challenge. Sustainability is a journey that we all
must travel together.   I urge you to pass this resolution so help us work together to sustain
Hawai`i future.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.
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